
        
      Skip to main content
    
    
      
    



  
    
      
        
        
        

         
            
              
                
              
            

            
                              
                  
                    Tennessee

                    Secretary of State

                    Tre Hargett

                  
                

                          

          
 

           
            
              
              
                
                  
                
                
                
                    
    
            
  Main navigation

  

        
        	
              
              




          Businesses
        
                  
	
              
              




          Charities
        
                  
	
              
              




          Civics
        
                  
	
              
              




          Elections
        
                  
	
              
              




          Publications
        
                  
	
              
              




          Library & Archives
        
                  
	
              
              




          Safe At Home
        
                  
	
              
              




          Hearings
        
                  
	
              
              




          Contact Us
        
                  


    


  
  

  


                

              

            

          




        

                
          
              
    
  
    
      
            



      
  


  


          

              

              
          
              
    
  
    
      
  
    
      
      
      
The Secretary of State’s new Charity and Business Filing System is only available to Charities and Athlete Agents.






    

  
          




  


  
    
      
  
    
      
      
      Click here to learn how to create an account and submit filings on the new Charity and Business Filing System.





    

  
          




  


  


          

        

      
      
        
                  
            
                
    


  


            

          

                      


      
      
      

              
          
              
    
  
    
      
  
    
      
      
          


  
    

  
  
    

      
            Charitable Organization Exemption Request Guide



      
            If your organization does not solicit and receive and does not actually raise or receive gross contributions from the public in excess of $50,000 during a fiscal year, it  may qualify for an Exemption pursuant to T.C.A. § 48-101-502 (a)(2), and does not pay a filing fee. It is required to file a renewal application on an annual basis – due six months after the end of the fiscal year.


 


      
  


  






    

  
          




  


  


          

        
        
          
              
    
  
    
      

  
    
          
      
  
	  
		
      
                
          
            
        Register or Renew as a Charity
      

      
            File your application online. A Charity seeking an Exemption because it does not actually raise or receive gross contributions from the public in excess of $50,000 during a fiscal year pursuant to T.C.A. § 48-101-502 (a)(2) will file using the same form as non-exempt charities. The system will determine if you qualify for an exemption based on your answers to the questions and will not charge a filing fee if you do qualify.


	If the charity is not registered with our office, click Register a Charity
	If the charity is already registered, click Renew an Existing Charity

 


 


 


      
      



                
          
            
        Attach the IRS form 990, 990EZ, or 990N for the most recently completed accounting year, if the organization is required to file a 990
      

      
      



                
          
            
        A copy of governing documents (Articles of Incorporation, By-laws, etc. are required on first filing
      

      
      



                
          
            
        A copy of any amendments to the governing document since the last filing are required.
      

      
      



                
          
            
        A copy of the IRS determination letter granting tax-exempt status or application for tax-exempt status are required, if applicable and/or not previously filed.
      

      
      



                
          
            
        Completed a Quarterly Financial Report or Summary of Financial Activities Form (if applicable)
      

      
            	A newly registered organization in its first year of operation must complete a quarterly financial report at the end of each quarter of its current fiscal year. The report is due within thirty (30) days of the end of each quarter.



      
      



          

  
	  

  



  


  


          
                      
                
    
  
      Related Links

    
      
  
    
      
      
              What charitable organizations are exempt from registration? 



        How do I get a 501(c)(3) letter?




    

  
          




  


  


            
                  
          

    

      
        
                        
    
  
    
      
            

      
  


  


                  

        
                        
    
  
    
      
            Mission Statement


Our mission is to exceed the expectations of our customers, the taxpayers, by operating at the highest levels of accuracy, cost-effectiveness, and accountability in a customer-centered environment.


 



      
  


  


                  

        
                        
    
  
    
      
            

      
  


  


                  

        
                        
    
  
    
      
            Secretary of State Tre Hargett


Tre Hargett was elected by the Tennessee General Assembly to serve as Tennessee’s 37th secretary of state in 2009 and re-elected in 2013, 2017, and 2021. Secretary Hargett is the chief executive officer of the Department of State with oversight of more than 300 employees. He also serves on 16 boards and commissions, on two of which he is the presiding member. The services and oversight found in the Secretary of State's office reach every department and agency in state government.


      
  


  


                  

      


      
        
                        
    
  
    
      
            
CUSTOMER SUPPORT


Contact Us


Library & Archives Visitor Information 


 


DEPARTMENT INFORMATION


About the Secretary of State's Office


Secretary of State Bio


Secretary of State Newsroom


Sign up for Email Updates





      
  


  


                  

        
                        
    
  
    
      
            DIVISIONS



Administrative Hearings


Business Services


Charitable Solicitations and Gaming


Elections


Human Resources


Library & Archives


Publications


Records Management





      
  


  


                  

        
                        
    
  
    
      
            LINKS



Tennessee General Assembly


Bureau of Ethics and Campaign Finance


Tennessee Code Unannotated


State Comptroller


State Treasurer


Title VI Information


Public Records Policy and Records Request Form
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